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Over 72,000 colour photographs. One hundred 
hours of film footage. This vast treasury is held 
in the archives of The Albert Kahn Museum in 
Paris – home to the most important collection 
of early colour photography in the world.

Between 1908 and 1930, millionaire French banker  
and philanthropist Albert Kahn decided to send  
photographers around the globe to document life on  
the planet. Thanks to his vast personal fortune,  
Kahn’s photographers were able to travel to more 
than 50 countries, capturing the environment and  
cultures of the known world.

These photographers witnessed some of the  
most momentous events of the age, but they also  
photographed the intimate details of the everyday  
lives of ordinary people.

A century on, viewers can see Kahn’s remarkable  
archive of vivid and hauntingly-beautiful colour pictures.
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